
 
 

ViSTA: Volunteers in Service of Tiger Admission 
ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS 

 
The Occidental College ViSTA program provides meaningful assistance to the student recruitment efforts for 
the College. Applications for admission to Oxy have dramatically increased in numbers and in diversity over 
the last few years. Consequently, it’s crucial to identify candidates with extraordinary academic achievement, 
promise, and talent while also maintaining our commitment to attracting students who represent a wide range 
of socioeconomic, ethnic, and geographic backgrounds. ViSTA Alumni help to fill gaps in outreach for talented 
students who may have otherwise been unable to directly contact, or even learn of the College. These 
contributions are further manifested in the building of a diverse student body - you help fulfill Oxy’s broader 
objective of creating a college campus that is inclusive and representative of the world’s rapid globalization. 
We are confident that together, we will yield dynamic candidates in the years to come and provide motivated 
students from all over the country, and the world, with an enriching and memorable college experience. 
 
ViSTA Alumni partner with Admission in a variety of ways, including: 
INTERVIEWS 
The purpose of interviewing is twofold: Evaluation of the student’s academic readiness and enthusiasm for Oxy 
and Public Relations on behalf of the college’s distinct programs and experiences. ViSTA Alumni interviewers 
are provided training in advance and will be assigned interviews with students in their regions or over Skype. 
Interviews take place in the fall and interviewers typically complete 4-6 interviews per season. 
 
COLLEGE FAIRS & SCHOOL VISITS 
Each fall and spring, Occidental is invited to participate in numerous college fairs and information sessions 
organized by high schools, regional associations, and special interest groups around the country. ViSTA 
Alumni represent the College in discussions with prospective students, parents, and school counselors at 
these events. Oxy manages all registration details and provides volunteers with updated materials and 
guidelines for success. Volunteers are rarely asked to attend more than one college fair per season. 
 
RECEPTIONS & PANELS 
Receptions, which often include alumni panels, are held around the country in the Fall and Spring to provide 
the opportunity for prospective students and their families to learn about the Oxy experience prior to their 
application and/or college decision. These events take many formats, such as a casual weeknight gathering or 
a Sunday afternoon program, and can be held in the home of an Oxy community member or at a local event 
venue. ViSTA Alumni will be invited to attend a reception if one is held in their area. 
 
DIGITAL OUTREACH 
Since not every ViSTA Alum is based in a region that holds in-person events, there are also opportunities to 
connect with admitted students through email. Admission will let volunteers know if there are admits in their 
region and will invite volunteers to write a message that Admission can send to those prospective students. 
 
PLEASE JOIN US! 
https://admission.oxy.edu/register/aia-volunteer-form 
 
CONTACT US 
Courtney Stricklin Burgan '03, Sr. Assistant Dean of Admission & Coordinator of Volunteer Relations    
cstricklin@oxy.edu  •  323.259.2540 


